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(You will find a CD enclosed with this presentation)

NP3

NP3 is the Nils Petter Molvaer’s aka. Briefly put, a Norwegian composer and trumpet player working within his own defined field of urban, tribal, jazzy electronica. (See biography below for further documentation).





Magic moments 

Hard artistic work through years has resulted in world wide record sales from Japan to Europe and Canada. Touring all these areas has produced the most enthusiastic critics. The bands mix of live accoustic instuments together with a massive electro sound system - a DJ and a sound creator in a spectacular lightening system, has given reputations to these gigs as astonishing collective dreaming experiences.
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Nils Petter Molvær – Biography

Nils Petter Molvær, Norwegian trumpet player, composer and producer, connects stylistic extremes - jazz, ambient, house, electronic and breakbeats - and effortlessly melts them into convincing soundscapes of deep intensity. 

2003 has been the year of collaborations and checking out new areas. Playing festivals as Cully, Glastonbury, La Villette and Oya in Europe and working with artists like Bill Laswell/Material, Terrence Nicolson, Matthew Herbert, different Norwegian special offs as well as touring with his own band has resulted in great reviews for the live concept. The first part of the year has been dedicated to the making of film music for the to be released movie ‘Stratosphere Girl’ by Max Ober alongside opening the Vossa Jazz festival with a special made work.

Born in 1960 in Sula (Norway), Nils Petter was introduced to jazz from an early age by his musician father. After playing in school bands and local clubs he left Sula in 1979 to study music at the conservatory of Trondheim, where he developed his unique style and started to gain a reputation as one of Norway's emerging new talents. 

Nils Petter has eclectic musical influences who he names as Miles Davis, Don Cherry, Billie Holiday, Brian Eno, Joni Mitchell and Bill Laswell. His interest in both acoustic and electric music shows the ease with which he handles the conventions of pop, rock and funk, alongside those of modern jazz. These unique sensibilities soon established him as a much sought after musician in Oslo. After his intermezzo with the Norwegian jazz combo Masqualero, Nils Petter was introduced to Manfred Eicher, who integrated him into his cast of musicians and studio sessions with ECM artists such as Robyn Schulkowsky. 

Nils Petter completed his debut album as a leader with "Khmer" in 1997, which focuses on a previously unknown blend of improvisation and hypnotically spinning beats, receiving extraordinary public and media response, and was honoured with the German Record Critics Award and a Norwegian Grammy. 

The eagerly awaited follow-up to "Khmer", released by ECM in May 2000 entitled "Solid Ether", intensified Nils Petter's dialogue with club culture. The idea behind the "Solid Ether" concept is that a piece of music is never really finished and that composing and producing are an ever-evolving process. "'Ether' does not exist, so how can it be solid? It's a paradox - like life". 

True to this belief Nils Petter had the tracks of "Solid Ether" remixed by like-minded artists such as Funkstoerung, Bill Laswell, Joakim Lone and Jason Swinscoe/Cinematic Orchestra, and the resultant "Recoloured - The Remix Album" was released in April 2001. "I like space and poetry. The trumpet needs space to create its own language and poetry can be minimalistic and express things precise. The remixers on this collection create that space and express themselves in a precise but minimalistic way." They are looking for clarity, the essence of sound. 

Nils Petter's album "np3" sees him continuing the concepts that were developed through "Khmer" and "Solid Ether" by putting significant differing elements together to combine contrasting structures. A strong presence on "np3" is Nils Petter's soulful and creative use of new music manufacturing technology. "All these new tools are in themselves both positive and negative. The question is all about timing - when to stop the 'moment' and then freeze it and squeeze it." Time changes, sound changes, music changes "Being from a generation that didn't grow up with the traditional standards, this is a taste of my tradition…." 

Nils Petter's music takes the listener on a diverse journey from "Tabula rasa" which takes all the parameters down to zero to make them mutual, "Axis Of Ignorance" a counterpoint on George Bush's State of the Union address calling Iraq, Iran and North Korea 'Axis Of Evil', to "Little Indian" a love song to his daughter. 

Co-producer Reidar Skaar's creative input to the soundscapes has contributed greatly to the creation of this album, and the musicians skilful contribution have lifted the music right off the ground and into thin air. To enhance the 'musical travel' experience that this is meant to be, Nils Petter has added small ambient islands that bind the whole production together. 

By trying too hard to explain his music, the magic it represents can be destroyed. The music speaks for itself. 

Nils Petter Molvær May/June 2003
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